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The Rt Hon 

Sir Robert Goodwill
MP and Chair of the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs Select 

Committee

Robert was born in North Yorkshire and was educated in York. He went to the University of 
Newcastle upon Tyne where he received a Bachelor of Science degree in agriculture. He is a 
farmer on the 250-acre family farm at Terringtonnear Malton where the family have farmed 

since 1850.

.ŜǘǿŜŜƴ мффф ŀƴŘ нллп wƻōŜǊǘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ¸ƻǊƪǎƘƛǊŜΩǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛǾŜ a9tǎΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ 
tenure he was Deputy Leader of the Conservative MEPs as well as spokesman on Environmental 

Policy.

First elected in May 2005 he served 18 months as a Member of the Transport Select Committee 
ŀƴŘ ƛƴ нллсΣ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ōŜƴŎƘΣ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ hǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ²ƘƛǇǎΩ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ 

departmental responsibilities for Defra business.

In July 2007 he was promoted again to the post of Shadow Roads Minister.

In 2010 Robert was appointed by David Cameron as an Assistant Government Whip and shortly 
after this was promoted to Pairing Whip in the Government Whips' Office.

In 2013 he was appointed Parliamentary Under Secretary at the Department for Transport, and 
in December 2015 promoted to a Minister of State.  In July 2016 Theresa May moved him to the 
Home Office as a Minister of State for Immigration.  After a snap election in May 2017, Robert 

retained his seat and has been re-elected as MP for Scarborough and Whitby for the fourth time.  
Robert was appointed as a Minister of State for Education in June 2017.

In May 2022 Sir Robert Goodwill was elected as chairman of the Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs Select Committee. 
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Daniel Zeichner
MP and Shadow Minister 

(Environment, Food and Rural Affairs)

Daniel Zeichnerfirst entered Parliament at the 2015 General Election, was appointed 
Shadow Minister for Food, Farming and Fisheries in 2020.  He was Shadow Transport 

Minister from 2015 to 2017.

The former Chair of Cambridge Labour Party, he was a councillor between 1995 and 
2003, leading a small Labour Group in an area then dominated by Liberal Democrats. He 

worked as a Parliamentary researcher (1992-97) and for a member of the European 
Parliament (1994-99).

He has represented Cambridge on Labour's National Policy Forum since it was 
established by John Smith.

IŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ /ŀƳōǊƛŘƎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀǘ YƛƴƎΩǎΦ IŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ƛƴ L¢Σ ƛƴ 
both public and private sectors. From 2002 to 2015 he worked as national political 

officer for the trade union UNISON, promoting the interests of low-paid women working 
in public services. 

IŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ [ŀōƻǳǊΩǎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƎǊƻǳǇ ό{9w!ύΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
Executive, helping them work with trade unions, and making the case for a shift to a 

greener tax policy.
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Janet Hughes 
5ŜŦǊŀΩǎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ 

the Future Farming and Countryside Programme

Janet is the director of the future farming and countryside programme in Defra ςthe 
programme responsible for taking England out of the Common Agricultural Policy. 

Defra is phasing out agricultural subsidies and introducing new environmental land 
management schemes to pay farmers to take care of the natural environment 

alongside food production including reducing climate emissions, storing carbon and 
mitigating the impacts of climate change.

The programme is also funding investment in farm productivity, innovation, research 
and development, and reforming farming regulation to make it fair, proportionate and 

effective. 

Janet has been in this role for 2 years. Before that she had a career in and around the 
public sector, leading teams to get difficult things done in ways that genuinely work for 
people including in education, health, the Government Digital Service and London city 

government.
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Henri Murison
Chief Executive, Northern Powerhouse Partnership

During his five years since his first appointment, Henri has established the Northern 
Powerhouse Partnership as the business-led organisation which convenes the North 

together. 

From making the case for significant investment in key transport priorities and 
further devolution deals for the North, to challenging for a better deal for the most 

disadvantaged from the education system, his team are focused on how 
ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΣ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘΩǎ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻƴǎΦ 

Before joining the Partnership, he worked in senior research and policy roles in 
policing and financial services, and as a former senior local government figure in 

Newcastle upon Tyne remains a commentator on the political as well as economic 
rationale for Levelling Up and wider regional policy in the UK.



Paul Temple

Farmer, WoldFarm, Yorkshire



Making Sense of 
Sustainability
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Paul Temple



Sustainable without me



Unsustainable without me



Unsustainable without me or support



History

Entirely Man Made

From 2.5t to 10t/ha

Human demand lead

Mixed to Arable is one

Way

Economic pressures

Political schemes

Global markets



Which is the first critical factor for farming?

Water
ÅExtremes of rainfall

ÅPeriods of drought

ÅInability to predict

ÅIrrigating cereal crops in the UK

ÅUrban demand growing

ÅNo national infrastructure

ÅAffecting food supply

ÅDriving food inflation

Carbon
ÅConsumption of energy

ÅRenewables available

ÅCredible measurement impossible

ÅGood carbon practice change can be 
made easily at farm level

ÅCarbon credits for offsetting hides 
reality 

ÅNet Zero is a meaningless myth 
without fundamental economy change



Kielder ðLargest man made reservoir in 
Europe ðuseful case history

Planned 1960õs to serve 
booming industrial economy

Parliament approved 1974

Built 1975 ð1981

Flooded 1982

It affected the natural 
environment

Nearly 20 years in the making 
would it be built now?



Conservation Agriculture ðcarbon & water

Stop moving soil

Maintain soil cover

Use cover crops

Rotation

Enhance soil biology

Mixed farming





Environmental wins ðdifficult to quantify

Obvious reduced fuel & power

No carbon loss ðcarbon build

Reduced fertiliser requirement

Worms & beetles

Bacteria & funghi

Small mammals & raptors

More effective than current 
environment schemes

Mixed farming helps



Sustainability is mindset - change

òItõll never workó

òMy landõs differentó

òItõs easier for youó

òI tried it onceó

òYouõve got livestockó

Something will work if 
you want it to



Act local think global ðthink forward

Pictures are a 
distraction

This is the past its not 
coming back

Brexit has created 
insularity

We are farming in a 
global environment



òTake it to the Farmeró ðNorman Borlaug

As relevant now as ever

Green revolution

Future farming is based on 
an individual solution to a 
problem

We learn from each other

Science and those that work 
in Ag science are critical to 
our future

What are the facts we need 
to know?



People ðsmart thinking sustainability

Sustainability starts with people

Agriculture is poor with people

Demographics work against Ag

Think ôTeam Agricultureõ

Think 20 years

We will make the transition to 
an economy functioning on 
todays sunlight



Thank you - questions

How is 102649?

Weaned 7.6mnths

327kg

On environmental grass

Sustainable



Lunch Break
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Lucinda Douglas

CLA North Regional Director



Lizzie McLaughlin & 
Rebecca Wilson

Boots & Heels



Sustainable Attainable? Farming in the digital age

@becca.and.lizzie



Lizzie McLaughlin

1999/2000- First time on farm
Graduating with a Distinction in MA 

Design at University of Sunderland On shoot with Boots and Heels



Rebecca Wilson

Growing up Graduation Farming



Boots and Heels: two different perspectives

The Beginning

Podcast

Acquired by Farmers Weekly

YouTube

Notable Guests


